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Access to Information

Recognizing the significance of access to information, the 74th UN General Assembly
proclaimed 28 September as the International Day for Universal Access to Information
(IDUAI) at the UN level in October 2019. The day had been proclaimed by the UNESCO
General Conference in 2015, following the adoption of the 38 C/Resolution 57 declaring 28
September of every year as International Day for Universal Access to Information (IDUAI).2

Globalization, while shaping a new era of interaction between nations, economies and
people, may as well be disruptive, and engender side effects such as marginalization. It is up
to international institutions and national authorities to find ways to counter such possible
effects, particularly in the areas of access to information and knowledge, the spread of new
information technologies and communication and development of multilingualism in
cyberspace.

1 Access to Information: A Universal and Human Right! #AccessToInfoDay”, OSCE,
https://www.osce.org/fom /267746

2 “International Day for Universal Access to Information”, UNESCO,
https:/ /en.unesco.org/commemorations/accesstoinformationday
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Several concrete measures to promote access to knowledge in cyberspace are proposed by
UNESCO within the framework of its Recommendation to guide both the debate and action
by the involved international instances in this domain. Thus, Member States should establish
and support national policies to promote multilingualism and universal access. In addition,
Internet access, considered as a public information service, should be encouraged by the
adoption of appropriate policies. Member States should therefore recognize and enact the
right to online access to public records and government administration records, including all
the information citizens need in a modern democratic society, so to ensure the universal
access to information in the public domain and its free flow, without geographical, economic
or social discrimination.

Similarly, UNESCO’s Member States and international organizations should facilitate the
acquisition of basic computer skills for all and further popularize the implementation and use
of information technology and communication for sustainable development and peace.

15 per cent of the world population lives with some form of disabilities. Nonetheless,
information and communication technologies (ICT) have the potential for making significant
improvements in the lives of these persons, allowing them to enhance their social, political
and economic integration in communities and society by enlarging the scope of activities
available to them. UNESCO contributes to the implementation of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, particularly on article 9 Accessibility,
article 21 Freedom of expression and access to information, article 24 education and article 32
International cooperation.

Cultural diversity and multilingualism on the Internet have a key role to play in fostering
pluralistic, equitable, open and inclusive knowledge societies. UNESCO encourages its
Member States to develop comprehensive language-related policies, to allocate resources and
use appropriate tools in order to promote and facilitate linguistic diversity and
multilingualism, including the Internet and media within the framework of UNESCO
Recommendation concerning the Promotion and Use of Multilingualism and Universal
Access to Cyberspace.?

3 Access to Information”, UNESCO, https:/ /en.unesco.org/themes/access-information
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Selected Materials Available at the Bibliotheca Alexandrina

» Books:

Allan, Kate, ed. Paper Wars: Access to Information in South Africa. Johannesburg: Wits
University Press, 2009.
Call Number: KIT 1340431 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Brickhill, Pat. “Access to Information - Bridging the Gap”: Speech. Harare: Zibf, 1998.
Call Number: KIT 1423135 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Borgman, Christine L. From Gutenberg to the Global Information Infrastructure: Access to
Information in the Networked World. Digital Libraries and Electronic Publishing.
Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2003.

Call Number: 025.524 B733 (B4)

Byrne, Alex. The Politics of Promoting Freedom of Information and Expression in
International Librarianship: The IFLA-FAIFE Project. Libraries and Librarianship an
International Perspective 4. Lanham, MD: The Scarecrow Press, 2007.

BA Call Number: 020.621 B9954 (B4)

Council of Europe. Steering Committee on Local and Regional Authorities (CDLR). Access to
Information about Local Authority Decision-Making: Summary Report on the Situation in
Member States. Local and Regional Authorities in Europe 53. Strasbourg: Council of Europe
Press, 1994.

Call Number: 320.85094 A1694 (F2 -- Depository Library -- COE)

Darch, Colin, and Peter G. Underwood. Freedom of Information and the Developing
World: The Citizen, the State and Models of Openness. Oxford: Chandos, 2010.
BA Call Number: KIT 1288693 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Freedom of Expression and Information in Jordan. London: Article 19, 1991.
BA Call Number: KIT 1314115 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Freedom of Expression and Information in Morocco. London: Article 19, 1990.
BA Call Number: KIT 1344359 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Freedom of Expression and Information in Sri lanka: An Article 19 Commentary.
Article 19 Commentary Series. London: Article 19, 1991.
BA Call Number: KIT 1348221 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Freedom of Expression and Information in Sudan: An Article 19 Commentary. London:
Article 19, 1991.
BA Call Number: KIT 1314118 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)
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Freedom of Information and Expression in Central African Republic: A Commentary on
the Report Submitted to the Human Rights Committee by the Government of Central
African Republic. Article 19 Commentaries on Freedom of Information and Expression 14.
London: Article 19 Research and Information Centre on Censorship, 1989.

BA Call Number: KIT 1446608 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Freedom of Information and Expression in Colombia: A Commentary on the Report
Submitted to the Human Rights Committee by the Government of Colombia. Article 19
Commentaries on Freedom of Information and Expression 12. London: Article 19 Research

and Information Centre on Censorship, 1989.
BA Call Number: KIT 1433118 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Freedom of Information and Expression in the Congo: A Commentary by Article 19 on the
Report Submitted to the United Nations Human Rights Committee by the Government of
the Congo. Article 19 Commentaries on Freedom of Information and Expression 4. London:

Article 19 Research and Information Centre on Censorship, 1987.
BA Call Number: KIT 1401645 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Freedom of Information and Expression in Ecuador: A Commentary on the Report
Submitted to the Human Rights Committee by the Government of Ecuador. Article 19
Commentaries on Freedom of Information and Expression 17. London: Article 19 Research
and Information Centre on Censorship, 1989.

BA Call Number: KIT 1446609 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Freedom of Information and Expression in Guinea: A Commentary on the Report
Submitted to the Human Rights committee by the Government of Guinea. Article 19
Commentaries on Freedom of Information and Expression 13. London: Article 19 Research
and Information Centre on Censorship, 1989.

BA Call Number: KIT 1446607 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Freedom of Information and Expression in India. London: Article 19, 1990.
BA Call Number: KIT 1344361 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Freedom of Information and Expression in Iraq: A Commentary by Article 19 on the
Report Submitted to the United Nations Human Rights Committee by the Government of
the Republic of Iraq. Article 19 Commentaries on Freedom of Information and Expression 5.
London: Article 19 Research and Information Centre on Censorship, 1987.

BA Call Number: KIT 1405530 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)
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Freedom of Information and Expression in Japan: A Commentary on the Report Submitted
to the Human Rights Committee by the Government of Japan. Article 19 Commentaries on
Freedom of Information and Expression 14. London: Article 19 Research and Information
Centre on Censorship, 1989.

BA Call Number: KIT 1446610 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Freedom of Information and Expression in Rwanda: A Commentary. Article 19
Commentaries on Freedom of Information and Expression 8. London: Article 19, 1988.
BA Call Number: KIT 1401795 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Freedom of Information and Expression in Senegal: A Commentary. Article 19 Series on
Freedom of Information and Expression. London: Article 19, 1987.
BA Call Number: KIT 1405479 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Freedom of Information and Expression in Togo. London: Article 19. The International
Centre on Censorship, 1989.
BA Call Number: KIT 1278315 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Freedom of Information and Expression in Trinidad and Tobago: A Commentary by
Article 19 on the Report Submitted to the United Nations Human Rights Committee by the
Government of Trinidad and Tobago. Article 19 Commentaries on Freedom of Information
and Expression 10. London: Article 19 Research and Information Centre on Censorship, 1988.
BA Call Number: KIT 1433094 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Freedom of Information and Expression in Tunesia: A Commentary by Article 19 on the
Report Submitted to the United Nations Human Rights Committee by the Government of
the Republic of Tunesia. Article 19 Commentaries on Freedom of Information and
Expression. London: Article 19 Research and Information Centre on Censorship, 1987.

BA Call Number: KIT 1405535 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Freedom of Information and Expression in Uruguay. London: Article 19, 1989.
BA Call Number: KIT 1314120 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Freedom of Information and Expression in Zaire: A Commentary by Article 19 on the
Report Submitted to the United Nations Human Rights Committee by the Government of
Zaire. Article 19 Commentaries on Freedom of Information and Expression 7. London:
Article 19 Research and Information Centre on Censorship, 1987.

BA Call Number: KIT 1401646 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Freedom of Information and Expression in Zambia: A Commentary. Article 19
Commentaries on Freedom of Information and Expression 9. London: Article 19, 1988.
BA Call Number: KIT 1401796 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)
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Gloub, Koraljka. Subject Access to Information: An Interdisciplinary Approach.
Santa Barbara, CA: Libraries Unlimited, 2015.
Call Number: 025.47 G629 (B4)

Iyer, Vekant, ed. Freedom of Information: An Asian Survey. Singapore: Asian Media
Information and Communication Center (AMIC), 2001.
BA Call Number: KIT 1268416 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Mcdonald, Andrew, and Greg Terrill, eds. Open Government: Freedom of Information and
Privacy. Houndmills: Macmillan, 1998.
BA Call Number: 323.445 O611 (B2)

Moore, Adam D., ed. Information Ethics: Privacy, Property and Power. Seattle, WA:
University of Washington Press, 2005.
BA Call Number: 323.445 1434e (B3 - Closed Stacks)

Portela, Irene Maria, and Maria Manuela Cruz Cunha, eds. Information Communication
Technology Law, Protection and Access Rights: Global Approaches and Issues.
Premier Reference Source. Hershey, PA: Information Reference, 2010.

BA Call Number: 343.09944 1434 (B2)

Roman, Raul. Differential Access to Information and Communication for Rural
Development: A Case Study in India. Ann Arbor, MI: UMI, 2005.
Call Number: KIT 1268244 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Rowley, Jennifer, and John Farrow. Organizing Knowledge: An Introduction Managing
Access to Information. 3'd ed., rev. Aldershot: Gower, 2000.
Call Number: 025.524 R8841 2000 (B4)

Ruthven, Ian, and G. G. Chowdhury, eds. Cultural Heritage Information: Access and
Management. U.S. ed. iResearch Series. Chicago, IL: Neal-Schuman, 2015.
BA Call Number: 025.84 C9683 2015 (B4)

Serageldin, Ismail. Freedom of Expression. Alexandria: Bibliotheca Alexandrina, 2007.
BA Call Number: 323.443 5481 (B2)

Also available as e-book:
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-]ob:186608

World Bank. The World Bank Access to Information: Staff Handbook. [Washington, DC]:
The World Bank, 2010.
BA Call Number: 332.1532 W92711ban (B3 -- Closed Stacks -- Depository Library -- WB)
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BA Call Number: 323.4450962 H9663 (B2)

Also available as e-book:

https:/ /www.bibalex.org/arf/ar/ImpDocs/freeinfo.pdf

1Al . aral de el dxalie . ladgal slgally daiall g USE ¢ pan b Cilagteal) 55 B Fall 05 AT5 caene ¢ Slaal)
YOVY cailg
BA Call Number: 323.445 H253 (B2)

YA claw o 4K tpalE) L aniiul Jate sAlagleal) aaY) gaa axidl de deaa Gl e (gilie
BA Call Number: 028.7 A999 (B4)

Ao gendl :5a 1 LBaxtall Aeganall (e adkall Cilagleal) Jghsig dual 058 gasda 1) sclagleal) Jglsig dua 0 gl
Yoo A casidll
BA Call Number: 342.0858 H9663 (B2)

Also available as e-book:
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:216949

Yoo dalall ddsall e yiall S i[5 . LBaY) )8 Al gl Behad tcilaglrall A L daa (g csSke
BA Call Number: 338.9 M1734 (B2)
Also available as e-book:
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/ mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:45803

AN Af" Laag ool e daal dan i ARG oS da\ e Jard) talagleall ) Jsaslly Glalsal) T ¢Ja
BA Call Number: 328 M5372 (B2)
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» E-Books:

Bishop, Cheryl Ann. Access to Information as a Human Right. Law and Society. ELPaso, TX:
LFB Scholarly, 2011. e-book. Ebook Central (database). ProQuest.

Diallo, Fatima, and Richard Calland, eds. Access to Information in Africa: Law, Culture and
Practice. Afrika Studiecenturm Series 27. Leiden: Brill, 2013. e-book. Ebook Central
(database). ProQuest.

Dunion, Kevin. Freedom of Information in Scotland in Practice. Dundee: Edinburgh
University Press, 2011. e-book. Ebook Central (database). ProQuest.

Gaussier, Eric, and Francois Yvon, eds. Textual Information Access: Statistical Models. Iste.
London: ISTE; John Willy, 2012. e-book. Ebook Central (database). ProQuest.

Larsen, Mike, and Kevin Walby, eds. Brokering Access: Power, Politics and Freedom of
Information Process in Canda. Vancouver, BC: UBC Press, 2013. Ebook Central (database).
ProQuest.

Marburger, David, and Karl Idsvoog. Access with Attitude: An Advocate’s Guide to
Freedom of Information in Ohio. Athens, OH: Ohio University Press, 2011. e-book. Ebook
Central (database). ProQuest.

Sides, Charles H., ed. Freedom of Information in a Post 9-11 World. Baywood's Technical
Communications Series. Amityville, NY: Baywood, 2005. e-book. Ebook Central (database).
ProQuest.

Stefanick, Lorna. Controlling Knowledge: Freedom of Information and Privacy Protection
in a Networked World. Edmonton, AB: Athabasca University Press, 2011. e-book. Ebook
Central (database). ProQuest.

Vaughn, Robert G., and Richard A. Chapman, eds. Freedom of Information: Local
Government and Accountability. The International Library of Essays in Law and Legal
Theory 2. London: Routledge, 2010. e-book. Ebook Central (database). ProQuest.
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» Theses & Dissertations:

Printed Theses
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BA Call Number: Thesis 61505 (B4 -- Closed Stacks)
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BA Call Number: Thesis 29134 (B4 -- Closed Stacks)
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BA Call Number: Thesis 24816 (B4 -- Closed Stacks)
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BA Call Number: Thesis 29540 (B4 -- Closed Stacks)
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BA Call Number: Thesis 26796 (B4 -- Closed Stacks)
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E-Theses:

Bishop, Cheryl Ann. Internationalizing the Right to Know: Conceptualizations of Access to
Information in Human Rights Law. PhD diss. The North Carolina University, 2009. e-thesis.
ProQuest Dissertations and Thesis (database). ProQuest.

Brennan, ]J. M., and G. Wedemeyer. Online Democracy. Master’s thesis. Utica College, 2020.
e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Thesis (database). ProQuest.

Dowding, Martin Ridley. National Information Infrastructure Development in Canada and
the United States: (Re)defining Universal Service and Universal Access in the Age of
Techno-Economic Convergence. PhD diss. The Toronto University, 2002. e-thesis. ProQuest
Dissertations and Thesis (database). ProQuest.

Ezuma-Ngwu, Ezuma C. Universal Healthcare and Access to the Lower-Income
Population: An Exploration of Capitation in Lagos, Nigeria. PhD diss. Northcentral
University, 2019. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Thesis (database). ProQuest.

Okonta, Dominic. Exploring the Secure Online-Voting Strategies Information Assurance
Specialists Need to Increase the Millennial Generation Voting Turnouts in a General
Election. PhD diss. Colorado Technical University, 2019. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and
Thesis (database). ProQuest.

Sanfilippo, Madelyn Rose. An Unequal Information Society: How Information Access
Initiatives Contribute to the Construction of Inequality. PhD diss. The Indiana University,
2016. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Thesis (database). ProQuest.

Wagner, A. Jay. A Most Essential Principle: Use and Implementation of the Freedom of
Information Act, 1975-2014. PhD diss. Indiana University, 2016. e-thesis. ProQuest
Dissertations and Thesis (database). ProQuest.
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» Articles:

Burns, C. S. “Academic Libraries and Open Access Strategies”. Advances in Library
Administration and Organization 32 (Mar 2014): 147-211. e-article. Emerald Insight
(database). Emerald.

Hussien, Eman. “Free Access to Knowledge and Its Impact on Innovation and Creativity in
Academic Libraries in Egypt: An Analytical Descriptive Study”. Journal of the Arab Center
for Research and Studies in Library and Information Sciences 7, no 14 (Jul 2020): 09-48. e-
article. Academic Search Complete (database). EBSCOhost.

Ikenwe, Joy Iguehi, and Sebastian Egbuna Anaehobi. “Ability to Identify Extent of
Information Need and Access Information as Correlates of Utilization of Digital Library
Resources by Lecturers”. Digital Library Perspectives 36, no. 3 (Jun 2020): 1-15. e-article.
Emerald Insight (database). Emerald.

Kloss, Linda L. “Exercising Personal Health Information Access Rights: A Proactive Primer
on Enforcing Health Information Rights and Accessing Personal Medical Data”. American
Society on Aging 43, no. 4, Older Adults and Access to Justice (Winter 2019-2020): 38-45. e-
article. Academic Search Complete (database). EBSCOhost.

Lawanda, Ike Iswary. “The Importance of Information Access of Cultural Values to the
Principles of Sustainable Development in Climate Change”. Global Knowledge, Memory
and Communication 69, no. 1/2 (Nov 2019): 9-19. e-article. Emerald Insight (database).
Emerald.

Oyediran-Tidings, Stella O., Ezra M. Ondari-Okemwa and Fhulu H. Nekhwevha.
“Information Needs and Constraints of Access to Educational Information in the Fort
Beaufort Education District”. South African Journal of Education 39, suppl. 2 (Dec 2019): 10.
e-article. Institute of Education Sciences (ERIC). EBSCOhost.

Sabatino, Charles P. “Access to Justice: The People's Principle: How Access to Justice Shapes--
and Challenges--the Civil Lives of Older Adults”. American Society on Aging 43, no. 4 (Mar
2019): 6-10. e-article. Academic Search Complete (database). EBSCOhost.

Yu, Liangzhi. “Towards Structure-Agency Integrative Theories for Information Access
Disparity: Lessons from within and Beyond LIS”. Journal of Documentation 75, no. 3 (May
2019): 458-477. e-article. Emerald Insight (database). Emerald.

Madrid, Juliana Zuluaga. “Access to Environmental Information from Private Entities: A
Rights-Based Approach”. Review of European Comparative and International
Environmental Law 26, no. 1 (Apr 2017): 38-53. e-article. Academic Search Complete
(database). EBSCOhost.
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» Web Resources:

“Acceés a I'information pour tous - une bonne fois pour toutes”. Humanium.
www.humanium.org/fr/acces-a-linformation-pour-tous-une-bonne-fois-our-toutes/
[accessed 15 Sep 2020]

“ Access to Information”. MISA.
https:/ /misa.org/issues-we-address/access-to-information/ [accessed 15 Sep 2020]

“ Access to Information”. South African Government.
www.gov.za/services/information-government/ access-information

[accessed 15 Sep 2020]

“Right to Information”. Transparency International.
www.transparency.org/en/our-priorities /right-to-information#
[accessed 15 Sep 2020]

"Access to Information Act and Privacy Acts". Canada Council for the Arts.
https:/ /canadacouncil.ca/about/public-accountability / access-to-information-and-privacy-
acts [accessed 15 Sep 2020]

"Access to Information - and Its Constraints”. GSDRC Applied Knowledge Services.
https:/ / gsdrc.org/topic-guides/communication-and-governance/ access-to-information-
and-its-constraints/ [accessed 15 Sep 2020]

“Access to Information: The Right of Access to Information and the UNCAC”.
Uncaccoalition.

https:/ /uncaccoalition.org/learn-more/ access-to-information/
[accessed 15 Sep 2020]

craa Al IO Cals sl daae rclastedly g DU ol sdl L cibe ol s
www.maspero.eg/wps/portal/home/egynews/reports/ different-reports/details/5c7f867c-
€9da-4465-99e4-4d0c8e0Ocddle/ [accessed 15 Sep 2020]
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